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The Disastrous Obligation of Belonging:

inshoN
Stin

Narratives
on Homeand Uprootedness

Sartre

ivedo
onin

Silpi Maitra*

Shred

alienates At times
home is nowhere. At times one only knows extreme estrarngenent and

foppressin
alienation.

Then
home is nolongerjust

one place. Itislocaations.

caust
Spaces

Bell Hooks (1990: 15)

fferentiates
he word

"home"has
multiple

connotations. Home isthat private sphere

han
place'

that is governed
by patriarchal

hierarchy and is constructed by gendered

to
knowit self-identity,

shelter,
comfort.

nurture,and protection.
Asimagined in fiction,

"home"
becomes

the place of desire,
a desire that is either fulfilled or denied

tothe
subjects.

It is a construct
that can be argued along with gender/sexuality

since
it acts

as an ideological
determinant

of the subject. The concept of the

holocaust
spers home leads

to nostalgia
for the East Bengal Partition

refugees; for
them,

effort
fron he

"home"
remains

enshrouded
in memories.

Apart from theeuphoria
that is

alues sot
thatitca

by brrutal

massacres
and violence.

The eminent writer bell hooks define

associated

with
the Independence,

the concept
of "Azadi'" is also marked

of not
ading

"home"
as "that

place
which enables and promotes

varied and ever-changing

lation of he
oqps

equateto
createa

forms to
readers perspectives,

a place
where

one discovers new
ways of seeing reality"(1990:

25)

Homes are often
cited as a place to escapetoand

a place to escape from.

Home
can be used as a way

of establishing
a difference

as well."Homes"

are
not neutral

places,imagining
a home,therefore,

is a political act like

imagining
a nation.

With the publication
of Bachelard's The Poetics of Space

Who Engineered
theH (1957).the consensus

seems to be that"home"
and "non-home"

are the basic

divisions
of geographic

space just
as "self"and the "non-self".

Along with

Cambridge
Univest

"home",the
notion of nationalism cannot

be ignored (1957:29).
The effects of

the 1947Partition
of India is still considered

asthe largesthuman migration

rth ofthe Prison.
Tas

that the world
had witnessed. This

impact of the Partition was largely felt

by the people from East Bengal who unfortunately
became refugees within

nuster,
2013.

theirstate.The communal
frenzy notonly killed thousands

of peoplebut also

sof 1844.
Translate's

displaced and uprooted millions from their traditional homelands. The vital

question that surfaces iswhether
thehome canbe considered tobe a menta

ture?"

Studis
inCnte

construction or not:tas people have been displaced for centuries and belongin�

seemsto be an association with the place even if it feelsunhomely.

sm.
Edited

byJotn
k Thehomeitself isa disfigured reality not only for the victims of Partitic

Dur also for women. Women are doubly displaced and victimised. Hor

Experimz

lnienyPress,

207. Assistant Professor of English, Falakata College, Alipurduar, North Bengal
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terrizatin

Knoweg

The
Partition

ofiIndia is one of tthe mosttraumatic and disruptive events of

Prstcolonial

Indian history. It is traumatic because oflarge scale violence

that
occurred

inthe wake of Partition of the country; it is disruptive

ecause
itihappened

at atime whenthestrugglefor independence reached

sclimax only
to be subverted by large scale violence and

people
from both sides oftheborder without havingtheresidents realising

migration of

what
had incurred intheir lives. The suddenness of theevents and the

devastating
consequences itbrought upon the people,often cCreated the

problem
of comprehending the large scale of human cataclysm. Several

documented
narratives attempt to capture some of it yet a large part ofe human sufferings remain uncovered. Human suffering in the wake

of Partition
has taken diverseturns andtwists, however, thefact remainsatreligious hatred ameliorated thevery crust ofthe violernce.

Gender in partition narratives hasbeen a crucial problematic area.It

unleashesthe very process of gender construction and its deconstruction
notonly atthelevel of understanding genderbutalso through the domains
of patriarchy,religion, history, politics,sexuality, law and society.Indian
Patriarchy like elsewhere represents a social order in which men are the
primary authorial power in the society, where father, son and brother
wield autonomy overproperty and women.Women remain subordinate to

menin thepatriarchal social order. This trend remains reflective of Indian

Society even from thePuranicperiod. Manu the ideologue of patriarchal

order hasdefined women to befragile hence they have to depend onthe

tather during childhood,on the husband after marriage and on the son

When widowed. Manu'sdicta privileges men over women for centurnes.

Uma Chakravarti (1993)maintains: "In this context, we may point out

that
although the subordination of women is a common featureof almost

I stages of history, and is prevalentinlarge
parts of the world, the extent

and form ofthat subordination has been conditioned
by the social and

which women have been placed" (Chakravarti,

579).Shefurther adds:"The general subordination
of women assumedcultural environment in

*
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5

The Jatrapala
Tradition of

West

Bengal: A Study on Theatrical

Communication

Silpi Maitra

Indian theatre is considered to be one ofthe oldest tformsof

iperfoming
artsand is believedtohave been shaped by numerous

religious,
cultural

socialand political influences These influences have helpedtto
prohice

the multi-faceted aspects of Indian theatre Theatrical

expressiontheatre. is an age-old
concept

which is an integral clementof Indian theatre

prevalent sincetheancient times The origin of Indian
theatreis

said

to have begun withthe performances of several
cultural

activities

includingtheritualsrelatedto birth, death, puberty. marriage,andso

on. It isreasonably believedthatall these ritualistic
activities

related

to the Vedic age had been incorporated into several
features ofthe

Indian theatrical tradition. Some of these rituals and religiouscustoms

form parts oftheatricality which imply acting and drama
Historians

haveopined that from timeimmemorial, thelndo-Aryansdevelopel

a body of rituals and religious customs which later cameto

associated with Hnduism(Brandon, 1993: 25)

India is a multilingual country. The malti-diverse aspectsof fhe

population give nise toa variety of folk inatitutions including fol

theatres.Folk mediais apopular form of entertainment that reflects

the popular customs, traditions, and beliefs of a particularrepon

Folk media includedifferent folk performing arts which play a vil

roleinmotivating themasses Folkloistics as a discipline reflectsfhe

ideological,political andnationalistic aspects of
peupie. The folk mes

notonlyconvinces therural massesbut also infiuences heir opinions

andattitudes inanumber ofways The Indian society, which h
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The Reflection of Women through

the Lens of Traumatie Memorys A

Study on Psychic Quietude

Silpi Maitra

Assistant Professor of English,Falakata College,

Alipurduar, West Bengal

Memory becomes a complex phenomenon that ofeN reAehes far

bevond what constitutesthe historian's archive,Itbecomes subrle

construct thatnot only promulgates what the mind remembers bu

also a dominant force that desperately wants to repress, Memory

surprisesus with the suddenness of someevents as a recall from

the memory archive. Contextually, these studies dealing with

Partition Literature find, how forgetting or obliteration can be a

blissful exitfrom the agonised past. In reality, the memory becomes

a far more complicated manifestation.The two aspects of memory
that arerelated to the Partition narratives are nostalgia and trauma.

A traumatised memory has a critical narrative structure that is

opposite to the historical one. A historical narrative directly leads

up to the event, just highlighting its original context. Winh the

excavation of traumatised memories, the submerged thoughts and

wounded emotions surface intensively. The fervent tragedic appeal

that afflicts and mortifies the lives of the women in the Partition

narratives are psychologically wounded. The cataclysmic disorder

has projected thelives of fallen Sitas' who couldn't be rehabilitated

back to their homes. Sexual purity is a great asset of a patriarchal

society that problematises the notion of acceptance.

Despite the near impossibility of representing the totality of the

Partition experience, representation of fragmented memorieshas

India-2
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Chapter 12

The Conflicting Innuendos of Homeland:

ASublime Study on Nostalgia

Dr. Silpi Maitra

Assistant Professor of English
Falakata College, Alipurduar

Abstract:
Homeland often becomes a conflicting trajectory of study as this

aspect
deals with several problematic aspects. What is Homeland? The

concept
of homeland is more than a mere shelter or a form of residence.

Homeland is more like an emotional belonging where the heart acclimatizes

with everything. In diasporic writings, the context of the home is

intermingledwith nostalgia. Nostalgia, as defined, reminds one of the pangs

of not belonging where the heart desires to. Borders and boundariesare the

major contestation areas leading to a certain coerced form of migration.

Narratives designed on the pretext of exodus or dispersion carry with them

the pain of dislocation. Amitava Ghosh and Jhumpa Lahiri are writers who

have diligently focused on the muted feelings and emotions concerning the

homeland. However, their expertise is somewhat challenged by the painful

emotions regarding the writings of Homeland in Partition Literature. The

conflicting, diabolic stance of belonging is justified more in the writings that

percolate through Eastern Partition's lens. The bifurcated and fissured

existence of thepartition refugeescan be easily transcribed into the sublime

approaches of nostalgic overbearing.The conundrum between basha and

bari can be equated with the contextofhome and house,where belonging is

just achoice.! Amidst the glimpses ofthe meticulousdescription of uprooting

and re-rooting of the cultural assimilation experienced by the refugees, this

chapter will focus on the decentering of the homelands and question the

mythic appeal ofthehome asetched in themindsets of the immigrants.

Keywords: homeland,partition, nostalgia, belonging

"Basha' isa temporaryabodeorresidence in Bengali while 'Bari' is a permanenthome.
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Foreword by Editor 
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of the college fraternity for making this Two Day NAAC sponsored National Seminar a 
grand success. 
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Principal and Seminar Convener 
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29.07.2020 
was 
an 

im
portant 

date 
on 

which 

National 

Educational 

Policy 

2020 

was 

launched. 
The main 

contention 
of this 

policy 
is global 

learning 

through 

affordability, 

quality, 

equity 
and 

accountability. 

The National 

Education 

Policy 

2020 
is based 
on 
a 5+3+3+4 

curricular 

structure 

with 
a significant 

change 
that 
it has physical 

education 

and 

sports 
as m

andatory 

and 
not 

optional 

subjects. 
It is an established 

scientific 

fact 
that physical 

activity 
can 

maintain 
our 

health 

across 
the 

lifespan, 

M
oreover, 

physical 

education 
and 

sports 
are 

also considered 

essential 
for 
the 

physical 

and 

mental 

w
ell-being 

of students. 
So 

apart 

from
 

academ
ics, 

it is also necessary 
to 

have 
the 

mental 
and 

physical 

developm
ent 

of children 

Introduction: 

29.07.2020 
was 
an im

portant 

date 
on 

w
hich 

National 

Educational 

Policy 

2020 
was 

launched. 
The 
main 

contention 
of this 

policy 
is global 

learning 

through 

affordability, 

quality, 

equity 
and 

accountability. 
The 

National 

Education 

Policy 

2020 
is based 
on 
a 5+3+3+4 

curricular 

structure 

with 
a significant 

change 
that 
it has 

physical Physical 

education 
is "Education 

through 

physical". 

Apart 

from
 

the 

main 
aim

 
of physical 

education 
to develop 

essential 

physical 

com
petencies 

in 

students, 
it creates 

aw
areness 

regarding 
a healthy 

lifestyle. 

Basic 

lifelong 

learning 

such 
as the 

developm
ent 

of 

self-confidence, 

em
otional-social 

intelligence, 

creative 
and 

analytical 

thinking 

and 

ethical 

aspects 
can 
be 

developed 

through 

physical 

education 

which 

facilitates 
the 

education 
to 

im
part 

knowledge 

and 

skills 
to 

physically 
and 

m
entally 

healthy 

individuals. 

Education 

througn 

physical 

activity 
is physical 

education 

and 
the 

basic 

concept 
is the 

experience 
of m

otion. 

The 

process 
Ol learning 
in 

physical 

education 

can 
be 

defined 
as im

proving 

physical 

and 

m
ental 

health, 

motor 

skil 

developm
ent, 

and 
a healthy 

lifestyle 

through 

physical 

activities. 

Physical 

education 
in 

general 

term
s 

is tor 

physical 

developm
ent 

but 
it is more 

than 

that. 

Physical 

Education 
is a m

eans 
to 

encourage 
the 

developm
ent 

ol 

motor 

skills, 

physical 

abilities, 

know
ledge, 

reasoning, 

appreciation 
of value 

(attitude-m
ental-em

otional 

spiritual-social), 
and 

habituation 

healthy 

lifestyle 

that 

leads 
to 

stim
ulated 

growth 
and 

balanced 

developm
ent. 

144 
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RAIPUR, 
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Falakata 

College, 

Alipurdur, 
West 

Bengal 

through 

physical 

education 
and 

sports. 
In 

this 

way, 

sports 
and 

physical 

education 

can 

bring 

about 

aw
areness 

regarding 

health 

education, 

character 

building, 

good 

psychological 

characteristics 

and 
the 

im
portance 

of physical 

fitness. 

Every 

society 
in 
the 

world 

has 

recognized 
the 

role 
of physical 

education 

even 
in 

academ
ic 

perform
ance 

because 
a good 

curriculum
 

develops 

mental 

abilities 

whereas 

physical 

education 

develops 

discipline, 

leadership 
and 

responsibility. 

Hence 

it is 

im
portant 

to 

prepare 
a curriculum

 
so 
that 
the 

overall 

developm
ent 

of the 

child 

can 
be 

achieved, 
so 
we can not 

leave 

physical 

education 
and 

sports 
as 

optional 

subjects. 

This 

article 

throw
s 

light 
on 

generating 
a strong 

workforce 
for 
the 

future 

through 
the 

am
algam

ation 

ofacadem
ics 

with 

physical 

education 
and 

sports. 

K
eyw

ords: 

Physical 

Education, 

NEP 

2020, 

Global 

Learning, 

Child 

Developm
ent, 

Leadership. 

education 
and 

sports 
as m

andatory 

and 
not 

optional 

subjects. 

The 

em
phasis 

on 

physical 

education 

and 

sports 
in National 

Education 

Policy 

2020 
is long 

overdue 
for 
the 

holistic 

developm
ent 

of our 

future 

hum
an 

resources. 
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202 Physical 

education 
is 
no 

less 

im
portant 

than 

the 

cducational 

process. 
It is im

parted 

through 

w
ell-structured 

physical 

activities. 
In 

schools, 
it is achieved 

through 

form
al 

classes 
and 

often 

through 

sports 

and 

gam
es, 

M
any 

major 

and 

m
inor 

gam
es 

significantly 

contribute 
to 
the 

learning 

proccss 

ofphysical 

cducation 

with 
the 

m
ain 

aim
 

being 
to 

ensure 
the 

relationship 

betw
een 

personal, 

social 

and 

environm
ental 

health. 

T
he 

m
ajor 

role 
of physical 

education 
in the 

overall 

developm
ent 

of m
ankind 

is to
 

- Prom
otes 

a way 
of lifc 
in 

which 

physical 

activity 
is valued, 

enjoyed, 

and 

integrated 

into 

daily 

life, 

Prom
otes 

the 

principle 
of individual 

choice 
by 

responding 
to learners' 

individual 

needs, 

interests, 

and 

circum
stances, 

Provides 
a unique 

contribution 
to

 

the 

lifelong 

developm
ent 

of 
all 

learners, 

enhancing 

their 

physical, 

cognitive, 

social, 

cm
otional, 

and 

spiritual 

w
ell-being, 

Facilitates 

learning 

processes, 

which 

encourage 

critical 

thinking, 

thercby 

affecting 
the 

learners' 

wellness 

and 

the 

w
ell-being 

ofsociety, 

N
urtures 

individual 

self-reflection 

and 

consciousness, 

which 

preserves 

hum
an 

rights 

and 

the 

developm
ent 

of supportive 

and 

sustainable 

cnvironm
cnts. 

T
he 

G
leaner 

(2015) 

suggested 

that 
it is im

portant 
to

 

have 

physical 

education 
so 

that 

physical 

activitics 

can 
be 
a part 
of our 

daily 

living. 

Individual, 

social 

and 

inclusive 
is the 

three 

axiom
s 

on 

which 
the 

principles 

ofphysical 

education 
arc 

based. 

The 

im
portance 

ofphysical 

education 
for 
the 

holistic 

developm
ent 

of 

children 
has 

been 

scientifically 

written. 

M
acD

onald 

(1961) 

revcaled 

that 

students 

becam
e 

more 

hcalthy 
and 

physically 
fit 

after 

attending 

three 

years 

ofphysical 

education 

program
. 

In 

another 

study, 

D
ahlgren 

(1987) 

reported 
that 

after 

enrolling 
in 

physical 

education 

activities, 

academ
ic 

achievem
ent 

and 

sclf-perception 
in 

students 
got 
a big 

boost. 

The 

beneficial 

(1996). 
It has 

also 

been 

observed 

that 

regular 

physical 

cducation 

and 
its 

associated 

activities 

give 
a boost 
to

 

im
pact 

of physical 

education 
on 
the 

health-related 

fitness 
of students 
has 

been 

highlighted 
by 

M
cKenzic 

students' 

m
ental 

health: 

There 

have 

been 

studies 

which 

have 

highlighted 

the 

im
portancc 

of 

sports 
in 

the 

developm
ent 

of psychological 

attributes, 

physical 

fitness, 

percentual 

abilities, 

leadership 

qualities 

and 

health 

related 

fitness 

M
cHale 

(2005), 

M
ehri 

et al. 

(2012), 

A
lam

darloo 
et al. 

(2019). 

NEP 
2020: 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
EDUCATION 

AND 
HOLISTIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
-A

 
QUALITY 

INITIATIVE 

To 

reap 

the 

rew
ards 

of 

our 

ancient 

traditions 
of 

physical 

education 

and 

sports, 

the 

proposed 

fram
ew

ork 
in

 
the 

curriculum
 

w
ill 

enable 

every 

citizen 
of 

India 
to 
be 

healthy, 
fit 

and 

stay 

well. 

Indian 

econom
y 

in
 

recent 

tim
es 

is 

gaining 

m
om

entum
 

but 
to

 

keep 
up 

with 
the 

pace 
of the 

w
orld, 

it is 

essential 
to

 

m
aintain 

the 

health 

ofour 

existing 
and 

future 

w
orkforce 

is 
of utm

ost 

im
portance. 

Hence 
the 

inclusion 
of physical 

education 

and 

sports 
in 
the 

N
ational 

Education 

Policy 

2020 
is 
a novel 

way 
to 
go 

tow
ards 

becom
ing 

global 

pow
er 

through 
a 

physically 
and 

m
entally 

healthy 

workforce. 

C
onclusion 

: 

achieved, 
so

 
can 

The 

N
ational 

Education 

Policy 

2020 
is based 
on 
a 5+3+3+4 

curricular 

structure 

with 
a significant 

change 

that 
it has 

physical 

education 

and 

sports 
as m

andatory 

and 
not 

optional 

subjects. 
It is 
an 

established 

scientific 
fact 

that 

physical 

activity 
can 

m
aintain 

our 

health 

across 
the 

lifespan. 

M
oreover, 

physical 

education 

academ
ics, 

it is also 

necessary 
to 

have 
the 

mental 

and 

physical 

developm
ent 

of 

children 

through 

physical 

and 

sports 

are 

also 

considered 

essential 
for 

the 

physical 

and 

m
ental 

w
ell-being 

of students. 
So 

apart 

from
 caucation 

and 

sports. 
In 
this 

way, 

sports 

and 

physical 

education 
can 

bring 

about 

aw
areness 

regarding 

health 

education, 

character 

building, 

good 

psychological 

characteristics 
and 
the 

im
portance 

of physical 

fitness. 

Every 

sOCiety 
in 
the 

world 
has 

recognized 
the 

role 
of physical 

education 

even 
in 

academ
ic 

perform
ance 

because 
a 

8W
O

rkforce 
for 

the 

future 

can 
be 

generated 

through 

the 

am
algam

ation 
of academ

ics 

with 

physical 

education 
and 
sports. 

145 

NCETN 
PALLOITI 

COLLEGE, 

we 
physical 

leave 

not 
education 
optional 

sports 
and 
subjects. 

as concluded 

was 

it Hence 
a that 

300d 

curriculum
 

develops 

mental 

abilities 

whereas 

physical 

education 

develops 

discipline, 

leadership 

and POnsibility. 

H
ence 

it is im
portant 

to 

prepare 
a curriculum

 
so 

that 
the 

overall 

developm
ent 

of the 

child 
can 
be 
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