JETIR

»
N

Journal of Emerging Technalogies and Innovative Research l.

An International Open Access Journal
www jetir.org | editordjetir.arg

Certificate of Publication

The Board of
Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (ISSN : 2349-5162)
s hereby awarding this certificate to

m {"a

4

BABLU BARMAN
In recognition of the publication of the paper entitled
concept of Hindi: marriage in india
Published In JETIR ( www.JETIR.org | pproved & 5.87 Impact Factor

Published in Volume ! ‘plember-2018
e |
iﬁ}&- i P .
E{% EDITOR IN CHIEF e
JETIR1808710 Research Paper Weblink http:/lwww jetir.orglview?paper=JETIR1809710 Registration ID : 189038




© 2018 JETIF! Septerrdemr 2592 Wen e TR
it arg _:*;_-;I;_;]_r?,_s "T.;E

CONCEPT OF HINDU MARRIAGE OF INDIA
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INTRODUCTION:--

_M:ltri&l}.'c s an amportant social institution. It is a relationship, which 1s socially approved, The relationship s
defined and sanctioned by custom and law., Children born of marniage are consider the legitimate offspring of the
marned couple. This legitimacy is importamt in the matter of inheritance and succession, Thus marriage is not only a
means of sexual. I is more or less a universal social institution in India ) :

No society gives absolute freedom to its members to select their life partners. Endogamy and exogamy are the two
main rules that marital choice. Both a man o woman are regarded incomplete without marriage. '

DEFINITION OF MARRIAGIE -

There is no definition which adequately covers all types of human marriage. It has given a number of definitions
and explanations among which the following may be noted. Edward westmark in his *History of Marriage” defines
Marriage as “the more or less durable connection between male and female lasting beyond the mere act of
propagation tll afier the birth of offspring™. Malinowski says that marriage is a “contract for the production and
maintenance of children™. According to Robert H. Lowie, “Marriage is a relatively permanent bond between
permissible mates™. Allred Me Clung Lee writes “Marriage is the public joining together, under socially specified
regulations of a man and women as husband and wife™,

Marriage 15 one ol the most important institutions of human society. “Marriage is a socially sanctioned union of
male and female for the purpose of establishing (a) household (b) entering into sex relations (¢) procreating and (d)
providing care for the offspring.

Marriage is an exclusive union between man and a woman and it implies that they will live with each other in
harmony and in mutual confidence. Thus, adultery, cruelty and desertion are destructive of the very foundations of
marriage necessitaling social as well as legal intervention.

MARRIAGE IN INDIA:--

Marriage---a sacrament. In India, according to traditional Hindu Law, Marriage is a sacrament and not a civil
contact. It is a ‘sanskara” or purificatory ceremony for every Hindu. The Hindu religious books have enjoined
marriage as a duty because an unmarried man cannot perform some of the most important religious rites. Accordingly,
marriage in India is a holy performance of religious duties. The union is sacred and indissoluble in life ad continues
even after the death of the husband, The parents are morally obliged to find mates for their children, and the children
1o accept the parental choice. The marriage is considered a union between two joint families rather than between two
joint families rather than between two young people. As such in Hindu marriage there is no room for romantic love as
the basis of marital selection. There is no room for courtship, because the young people never see each other before
marriage. Romantic love could result from marriage but could not be a cause of it.
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HINDU MARRIAGE: A Sacrament:-

Marriage being mainly performed for dharma and not for pleasure, it was consider a sacrament among Hindus,
Several reasons may be givens for considering the Hindu marriage sacred (i) dharma was the highest aim of
marriage:(ii)performance of the religious ceremony included certain rites like havan, kanyadan, panigrahana, ete,
which, being based on the sacred formula, were considered sacred,(iii)the rites were performed before Agni(the most
sacred F_‘md]by reciting mantras from Vedas(the most sacred scriptures)by a Brahmin(the most sacred person on
earth).(ivithe union was considered indissoluble and irrevocable and husband and wife were bound to each other not
only until death but even afler the death,(v)thought a man performed several sacraments during the course of his life, a
woman performed only one sacrament of marriage in her life, henee its greatest importance for her,(vi)emphasis was
on chastity of a woman and the faithfulness of a man. and(vii)marriage was considered to be a *social duty ‘towards
the fa_mi]y and the community and there was little idea of individual interest and aspiration.

Hindu marriage has undergone changes in the last few decades, does it continue to be sacred or it is to be treated as
a contract? The highest aim of marriage, according to the Hindu thinkers, was dharma. On marriage the sacred fire
was enkindled. and it was the duty of the houscholder to offer “panchamahajani™ daily in the company of his wife. If
the wife died the houscholder must take a second wife for performing obligations. Thus the basie aim of the marriage
was dharma, the fulfillment of one’s religious duties. The Hindu marriage is therefore called “*Sarira Sanskara™ which
means purification of the body. The individual will have no salvation with-out marriage.

Man does not live alone in society. From birth till death he is surrounded by a number of people. Some of these
people are his relatives, some are friends, and some neighbours while all others are strangers and unknown to him. He
is bound to all these people who are related 10 him cither on the basis of blood or marriage. The relations based on
blood or marriage may be close or distant.

IMPORTANCE OF MARRIAGE AS AN INSTITUTION: -

Marriage is a vital social anstitution. It s through marriage that relation between man and woman is socially
recognized. “The animal mates, but man marries™ It means that mating 15 biological, while marriage is social and
culture. Marmiage implics a ceremony assumed by those entering their relationship. Every human society in the past
and throughout the world has regarded marrape as important for the weltare of the society. The institution of
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(v). Marniage creates Mutual Obligation: Mar :
} ; armage imposcs certain rights a 1 . y
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FORMS OF MARRIAGE
The main forms of marriage are: Monog: Yolypy i i

. armage are: | gamy, Polygyny, Polyandry, a Marri:
Let us discuss one by one:- e ' e e
Monogamy:-

Marriage of a man o a woman at a time.
most common and acceptable form of m
good reason that the sex ratio is
somebody clse from having one™
a woman be

It is a form of marriage in which one man marries one woman. It is the
arniage. Monogamy is the prevalent form of marriage in all socicties for the
approximately 1:1 and not 1:2. “No man can have two wives, bul by preventing
- Monogamy is also permilted in socicties where other systems arc prevalent. Where

_ comes not of much economic value 1o the husband after marriage and the husband is to satisfy wile's all
material needs, few men ean afford a number of wives,

Polveyny:-

It is a form of marriage in which one man marrics more than one woman at a given time. Marriage of a man or
waman 1o more than one spouse. Marriage of a man to several women at a time. Polygyny is a form of marriage in
which a man has more than one wife at a time. It has been the preferred form of marriage in a majority of cultures.

Polvandry:-

Polyandry is li_'ie practice of marriage of one woman in two or more men. The practice is rare but is still found
among some preliterate and backward people. Polyandry is a form of marriage in which one woman marries more

than ane man at a specified time. Polyandry as custom was practically unknown to Hindu Society. It is less common
than polygyny.

Group Marriage:-

Group marriage is the marriage of a number of men to a number of women. Here the husbands are common
husbands and wives are common wives. Children are regarded as the children of the entire group as a whole. It may
be “the intermarriage of several sisiers, own and collateral, with cach other's husbands in a group” and “the
imtermarriage of several brothers, own and collateral, with cach other’s wives, in a group.” This may be described as a
combination of polyandry and polygyny. Speculative anthropology at one time held that such marriage preceded
marriage between single partners. That is 1o say, group marriage was regarded as a stage in the evolution of marriage.
For group marriage has not been found in the very simplest cultures extant. One may find some instances, in the very
simplest, of what is called group marriage.

STATUS OF MARRIAGE PARTNERS:-

In the choice of marriage partners various considerations are taken into account: age, education, class, castes, race
or cthnicity, religion. health, status, attitudes and several other wraits. The importance of these factors varies from
society to society as well as between groups within the same society.

This produces different patterns of marmage: homogamy, heterogamy, hypergamy and hypogamy.

Homogamy:- . _ _
When people of similar ages. race or ethnic groups, class or caste, education, religion, social status, etc, prefer to
marry one another, it 1s called homogamy.

Heterogamy':- . ) . ) n A 2
The Marriage between parners who differ widely in terms of age, education, religion, class or social status is
known as helerogamy.

Hyper gamy and Hypo gamy:-

When a man marries a woman belonging to a comparatively lower social stratum, l.hd marriage 1s known as !:ypc;
gamy. Hyper gamy means “marrying up “and henee s practiced in the society hierarchically arranged. The practice o
hyper gamy has p;uduccd *graom price” and has affected the position of women, which was already low in the Hindu
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